
 
January 17, 2022 
 
Dear FDF Participants, 
 
We pray this message finds you well. 

During the weekend of January 7-9, 2022, our FDF 2022 Management Team met at the 
Sheraton Phoenix Downtown, site of the 45th Annual Greek Orthodox Folk Dance and 
Choral Festival, happening February 17-20, 2022.   

Consistent with the promise made in our message sent in October 2021 and followed up 
with a more recent message sent earlier this month, it is necessary at this time to 
establish further protective measures.  In addition, as FDF draws near please understand 
that these guidelines may be further adjusted to comply with any changes from Federal, 
State or Local health authorities. 

In conjunction with announcing the updated protocols below, the online 
registration deadline has been extended to Monday, January 24th. 

The current surge of the OMICRON variant has raised new concerns.   

 The health, safety, and well-being of our participants is our principal and 
primary objective. 

 As such, the following guidelines will be instituted with love, care, and the 
understanding that, as Orthodox Christians, each of us is responsible for 
our neighbor, and our actions affect the health and well-being of our fellow 
participants.   

 It is imperative that everyone present at this event understands and 
assumes the implied risks associated with attending FDF 2022.    



The Metropolis of San Francisco continues to encourage vaccination as the best 
approach to protecting the health of individuals and those around them.  While we 
remain hopeful that the current surge will dissipate well before the event so we can 
come together for FAITH, DANCE & FELLOWSHIP, please be prepared to observe and 
follow the following updated protocols. 

At FDF 2022, each participant must adhere to the following:  

1) To access and participate in all FDF 2022 events, participants over two years 
old will be required to present proof of one of the following: 

a. Full COVID-19 Vaccination (two weeks after final dose), or 
b. Negative COVID-19 PCR Test within 48 hours of arrival at registration 

(home test results will not be accepted), or 
c. Negative COVID-19 Antigen Test within 24 hours of arrival at 

registration (home test results will not be accepted). 

A photo ID matching the vaccination or negative test record is required. 

2) Masks must be worn at all times.  Regardless of vaccination status, all 
participants over two years old must wear masks properly, which means fully 
covering the nose and mouth.  Exceptions will be made for on-stage 
performers and while one is actively eating or drinking.  Bandanas and neck 
gaiters are not permitted.  KN95 masks are recommended. 

3) Adherence and compliance with all COVID-19 physical distancing 
requirements implemented at FDF, and any other measures established for the 
health and safety of everyone in attendance.  

In addition to adhering to the updated protocols above, program-wide adjustments will 
be noticeable and FDF 2022 may not completely resemble the event we have become 
accustomed to seeing in years past.  For example: 

• Opening Ceremony:  The boisterous and energetic Opening Ceremony, in which 
each group marches across the stage, will be significantly modified.   

• Meals:  To accommodate safe distancing, daily meals will be served in a larger 
room and the hours will be extended.   
 



• Glendia:  Physical spacing at the evening Glendia will be encouraged and 
innovative “handholding” will be introduced.   

• Hallways & Public Spaces:  Pedestrian traffic will be minimized, and crowded 
hallways and confined spaces will be moderated.    

As our Management Team prepares a memorable event, we ask for your patience and 
understanding as we navigate the situation.  It will take the full cooperation of all 
participants – dancers, directors, musicians, family, and friends – to make FDF 2022 as 
safe as possible. 

Please continue to offer prayers on behalf of those affected by this ailment and all 
illnesses and pray that conditions surrounding the pandemic will improve in the 
coming weeks. We will continue to monitor the conditions of the surge and please 
understand these guidelines may need to be further adjusted to comply with any 
changes from Federal, State or Local health authorities to ensure the safety and well-
being of everyone.   

As FDF 2022 draws near, additional information will be provided so that everyone in 
attendance is fully prepared for the weekend and knows what to expect when arriving 
on-site.    

With anticipated excitement and joy to see you in Phoenix next month, 
 
In Christ’s Service, 
 
 
 
 
 
Fr. Gary Kyriacou, Chairman Board of Trustees 
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of San Francisco 
Folk Dance and Choral Festival 
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